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Abstract 

In this presentation, Merrigan provides a brief overview of true cost accounting (TCA). She 
describes how TCA provides transparency on the true cost of food, including often ignored 
externalities. She explores the reasons why the USA federal government might consider adopting 
TCA in federal rulemaking in lieu of cost benefit analysis, the current tool policymakers depend 
upon. Finally, she provides ideas as to when it makes the most sense for government to use TCA.  
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