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Abstract :

For over a century, the development of geographical indications (GI) has played an important role
in the dynamics of territorial development in France as well as the preservation of local
agricultural products and culinary specialties, against a backdrop of modernization and
intensification of agriculture and standardization of food products initiated after the Second
World War (Barham and Sylvander, 2011). Geographical Indication production systems are
localized approaches based on a terroir, i.e. the specific conjunction of human knowledge and
culture, techniques and their local natural environment. A key dimension of Gls also lies in their
specific models of collective action and stakeholders self-organization (notably through the
Organismes de Défense et de Gestion, ODG), which may or may not be a lever for facilitating
collective learning and knowledge transfer.

The GingKo project aims to examine the various strategies developed by Gls systems in the
context of agroecological transition (evolution of specifications, production systems and
practices, environmental or organic co-certifications, etc.) as well as the specific socioeconomic
challenges of GIs towards more sustainable socio-ecological systems. Our research proposal aims
to extend Ostrom's (2009) IAD/SES framework by defining GIs as knowledge commons (Mazé,
2023). Due to the importance of “evidence-based approach” to establish the specific link to terroir,
systems under Gls provide a particularly interesting field study to dissect the interactions
between natural commons and knowledge commons (Ostrom 2009, Hess, 2012; Mazé 2023), and
the importance of the concept of territorial or ecological embeddedness (Penker 2006, Bowen and
Mutersbaugh 2014; Baritaux et al. 2016.).

As underlined by Kéhler et al. (2019), analysing transitions “calls for process-oriented modes of
investigation” which can be understand as “describing, analysing and explaining the what, why
and how of some sequence of individual and collective action” (Pettigrew, 1997). Therefore, we
suggest dynamic application of the [AD/SES framework to systems under Gls, with a focus on their
governance systems ("who can do what to whom and under what authority?") and agro-ecological
practices to examine processes and identify potential levers for agro-ecological transitions (Vidal
and al, 2020). To trace these transition processes, we propose to adopt an approach based on
trajectory modelling using secondary data collection and a mixed method inspired from
quantified narrative method (Grossetti et al. 2011; Polge et Pages, 2022) that enable us to
understand and describe changes over time. This approach allow us to (1) identify situations of
action, actors involved and outcomes associated (2) identify changes in the components of the GI
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system, using the second-level variables defined by E. Ostrom (2009). By analyzing the dynamic
of SES over time, we will be able to comprehend the causal relationships between the processes
at work, and understand the economic and social dynamics that surround Gls, affecting both their
surroundings and the development of more resilient agri-food systems. Currently, twelve case
studies, in France and abroad, covering a range of agroecosystems characterized by distinct
pedoclimatic conditions, as well as production—vineyards, fruits and vegetables, animals
(poultry, sheep, goats, cattle, dairy production, etc.)—use this conceptual framework.

Bibliographic references (max. 10)

e Barham E. and Bertil S., 2011. Labels of Origin for Food: Local Development, Global
Recognition. CABL.

e Baritaux V. and al, 2016. Ecological embeddedness in animal food systems
(re)localisation: A comparative analysis of initiatives in France, Morocco and Senegal.
Journal of Rural Studies 43 (février):13-26.

e Bowen S. and Mutersbaugh T., 2014. Local or Localized? Exploring the Contributions of
Franco-Mediterranean Agrifood Theory to Alternative Food Research. Agriculture and
Human Values 31 (2): 201-13.

e Grossetti M., Barthe J. F., & Chauvac N., 2011. Studying relational chains from narrative
material. Bulletin de méthodologie sociologique, 110(1), 11-25.

e Hess C., 2012. The Unfolding of the Knowledge Commons. St Antony’s International
Review 8 (1): 13-24.

e Mazé A, 2023. Geographical Indications as Global Knowledge Commons: Ostrom’s Law
on Common Intellectual Property and Collective Action. Journal of Institutional
Economics 19 (4): 494-510.

e OstromE., 2009. A General Framework for Analyzing Sustainability of Social-Ecological
Systems. Science 325 (5939): 419-22.

e Penker M., 2006. Mapping and measuring the ecological embeddedness of food supply
chains. Geoforum 37 (3): 368-79.

e Polge E. and Pages H., 2022. Relational drivers of the agroecological transition: An
analysis of farmer trajectories in the Limagne plain, France. Agricultural Systems, 200,
103430.

e Vidal A, Lurette A., Noziéres-Petit M-0., Vall E., and Moulin C-H., 2020. « The emergence
of agroecological practices on agropastoral dairy farms in the face of changing demand
from dairies ». Biotechnologie, Agronomie, Société et Environnement 24 (mai):163-83



